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Investigator’s Statement:
We are conducting a study about the beliefs and attitudes institutional review board (IRB) staff members have regarding the use of social media in research and how those thoughts and beliefs shape their review of study applications.  This consent form gives you the information you need to decide whether or not to be in the study. Please read the form carefully. You may ask questions about any part of the study at anytime.  When your questions have all been answered, you can decide if you want to participate. This process is called ‘informed consent’. 
PURPOSE

This is a study where we will ask you a set of close-ended and open-ended questions to better understand how the use of social media for recruitment of participants, delivery of interventions, and analysis of social media content is viewed by IRB staff when reviewing study applications.  The purpose of the research is to find out where those thoughts and beliefs come from and how they influence process of study review by IRBs.
PROCEDURES

Interviews
If you agree to take part, you will be interviewed by one of our research staff over the phone or in person. All interviews will be audio recorded for future content analysis. Telephone interviews will be completed at a location of your choosing that will provide privacy.  Every effort will be made to schedule the interviews at a convenient time for you. Your name will not appear on the interview.

The interviews will take 20 to 30 minutes. We will ask you questions about your thoughts and beliefs regarding social media and any training or resources that you have used when reviewing research involving social media
Here are a few examples of some of the questions you will be asked.  
What are your biggest concerns about the use of social media websites (SMWs) in research?  Can you provide me with examples?

If you could provide training to other IRB reviewers on what are the most important things to look for when reviewing social media research, or research specifically using SMW’s, what would you include and why?

You are free not to answer any questions you do not wish to answer.  

Confidentiality
The interview is voluntary and strictly confidential. You do not have to answer any questions you do not want to and you can end the interview at any time. If you have questions we can answer them now or any time in the future. All data will be kept in locked storage and will be retained indefinitely.  Audio files will be deleted after all interviews are successfully transcribed.
Locating Information
We will ask you for information such as your address, telephone number and/or contact information an employer to help keep us in touch with you.  If you move, or if we receive additional funding for future follow-ups, we may contact you again either directly or through people who might know how to reach you.  We may call you if we have a clarifying question in regards to difficult-to-hear portions of the audio recording for your interview.
RISKS, STRESS OR DISCOMFORT

Taking part in this project takes 20-30 minutes.  We realize this may be inconvenient.  We will schedule a time that works best for you.  We will make every effort to respect your privacy.  Though we cannot guarantee that your interview data will remain confidential, we want to assure you that every precaution is taken to protect you from any breach of confidentiality or invasion of privacy. 
BENEFITS

You may not experience individual benefits as a participant in this study.  Your responses, taken with those of others participating in the Social Media and IRB Study, may help researchers better understand the how IRB staff members understand and feel about study applications with social media. You will also benefit indirectly by knowing that you’ve made a contribution to research that will help other researchers and IRB staff members in the future.

OTHER INFORMATION
At the end of each interview, we will provide you with a $10 gift card in-person or will mail/email it to you as a token of appreciation for participating.  

All information that you give us will be used for this research only and will be kept confidential.  A code number, not your name, will be put in the computer and on the interview question response forms.  All interview responses will be stored with only a code number for an indefinite period. Only researchers at the University of Washington will have access to any of your personal information or other identifying information. The results of the project will only be reported in ways that do not identify individual participants.  Participation is completely voluntary and you are free to decide not to participate or end the interview at any time.

If you have questions later about the research, you can ask one of the investigators listed above. If you have questions about your rights as a research subject, you can call the Human Subjects Division at (206) 543-0098.  
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